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THE CHAT

MID-WILLAMETTE BIRD ALLIANCE

MWBA UPDATE

KARAN FAIRCHILD

Mid-Willamette Bird Alliance has had a busy and productive year! Nine
general meetings, arranged by Program Chair Mai Kiigemagi, were held
both in person at the Corvallis Community Center and on Zoom. Eric
Preston, our longtime Zoom technician, has stepped down, and we thank
him very much for his service! Gretta Castilla is now coordinating the
technology for the live meetings.

Speaker topics included research projects on mountain chickadees and
predation of seabirds by river otters, a travelogue of Tanzania and Kenya,
a look at the Jackson-Frazier Wetland, and an update on climate change
with Dr. Bill Ripple. Becky Garrett coordinates delicious refreshments at
each meeting, with help from Lena and Bill Proebsting!

The Bluebird Trail, led by Matt Lee, is in full swing at the time of this
writing. More than 360 nest boxes in Linn and Benton counties are
monitored by 29 volunteers. The boxes have been set up for Western
bluebirds but are also used by other native cavity-nesting birds, including
tree swallows, violet-green swallows and house wrens. The first bluebird
nests usually appear in early April; some of the parents have seen their
first chicks fledge and are now raising their second brood of the season.
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During spring and summer, multiday field trips are very
popular and cover different habitats of Oregon. Trip leaders
include Ray Drapek (Rogue Valley), Mark Baldwin
(Malheur), Bev Clark (Summer Lake), Bruce Kelpsas (Steens
Mountain) and Tom Penpraze (South Coast). Second
Saturday field trips visit local areas and are led by Duncan
Evered and Caryn Stoess from September through June.

The Education Team, led by Dodie Wilson, has kept busy
with many outreach activities, including the Franklin School
Science Night, OSU Master Gardeners Conference,
Sustainability Fair, Hesthavn Open House during Natural
Areas Celebration Week, middle school field trip to Marys
Peak, Get Outdoors Day at Peavy Arboretum, Parks and
Recreation-sponsored Planet Palooza, and Katherine Jones
Harrison Elementary Science Night. New for 2026 was
Dancing Oaks Nursery's Pollinator Festival. Education Team
members provided learning opportunities for children and
adults.

The annual Christmas Bird Count, chaired by Bev Clark and
Matt Lee, was held on Dec. 16, a cloudy but dry day. Sixty-
six field observers and feeder watchers found 41,513 birds
of 125 species. New records were set for the number of
birds seen in several species, including short-billed gull
(1,055 vs. a previous high of 1,050), Steller's jay (470 vs.
379), Pacific wren (90 vs. 76), downy woodpecker (63 vs.
61), great egret (52 vs. 34), red-shouldered hawk (21 vs.
17), and turkey vulture (3 vs. 2). Turkey vultures are rare in
the Willamette Valley during December, although they were
observed in three previous Corvallis CBCs, most recently in
2018. The count day was concluded with a chili feed and
potluck, organized by Ann Brodie, back by popular demand!

The Conservation Committee, chaired by Jayshaun Talbert,
was kept busy with lots of conservation issues, including
the proposed Coffin Butte Landfill expansion and proposed
new management plans for the McDonald-Dunn Forest and
the Corvallis watershed. MWBA was particularly involved in
the proposed Coffin Butte Landfill expansion, submitting a
group comment and many individual ones, and attending
county meetings. MWBA remains involved as Republic
Services appeals Benton County's decision to deny a permit.
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MOURNING DOVE
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Ray Drapek, our Hesthavn chair, and his team of volunteers continue to manage the Hesthavn Nature Center with
weekly work parties, including student groups and the Youth Volunteer Corps. We have had various school groups
visiting Hesthavn Nature Center this year, and groups of older adults from the Aging Reimagined class. Just
completed at Hesthavn are improvements to the trails and parking to make access easier for all members of the
community!

Our membership stays steady under the leadership of Membership Chair Bill Gellatly. In addition to membership
dues, we have received many donations and bequests from our members and very much appreciate everyone's
support!

MWABA continues to collaborate with other organizations around our area, taking part in the Sustainability Coalition's
annual Town Hall and Fair under the guidance of our liaison, Suzanne Ortiz; supporting the annual Willamette Valley
Bird Symposium, put on by OSU; teaching classes and field trips with the Corvallis School District, by request; and
many other occasions. MWBA made a large donation to the OSU FLOCK (Field and Lab Ornithology Collaboratory)
bird program, which provides funding and support for student research projects. This will be an annual donation,
administered by Dr. Doug Robinson of the OSU Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Sciences.

MWBA benefits greatly from the hard work of Sue Powell, who keeps our website up to date and easy to read.
Spencer Mair and Dodie Wilson keep social media up to date. Carolyn Peterson is our invaluable treasurer, and Annie
Lamas is our wonderful secretary. Jada Krening is our talented Chat editor. All these background jobs are essential to
keep us going, as well as a full slate of six board members and Co-President Dave Mellinger.

As always, the Mid-Willamette Bird Alliance is an all-volunteer organization, and we are very fortunate to have so
many dedicated and hardworking volunteers. We are always in need of volunteers to help out at Hesthavn or to work
on education programs, conservation, Bluebird Trail or any number of areas. Please see our web page
(mwbirdalliance.org) for possibilities.
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HESTHAVN NEWS
RAY DRAPEK

This month, we took another step toward making Ray’s Trail wheelchair accessible. Shonnard’s Nursery came in and
resurfaced the entire trail. They ran heavy compactors over the trail to make it as solid a surface as possible. We
asked them to add some pullouts to the trail, and we hope to install benches at those locations. The entire loop is
about 0.3 miles. If anyone wants to donate a memorial bench, please contact us. We already have two memorial
benches on-site, one to honor Ted Regier, who used to lead trips for the Audubon Society, and another to honor
Verna Berg, who we are told first discussed with Alan Berg the idea of donating the property to a conservation
organization. Plaques can be added to benches to say who the bench commemorates.
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EDUCATION NEWS

DODIE WILSON

May and June were busy months for MWBA Education! Starting off in May, we hosted an open house from 12-2
p.m., May 4-8, at Hesthavn Nature Center as part of Natural Areas Celebration Week. Over the five days, 24
visitors attended and toured the grounds of the nature center.

Then on May 21, three MWBA volunteers staffed two birding stations at Ehler’s Tree Farm in Kings Valley for an
Adams Elementary fourth-grade field trip. The children looked for birds on the pond using a spotting scope and
learned the songs of several common Oregon birds.

Then, on May 30, four volunteers attended Get Outdoors Day at Peavy Arboretum. We brought some bird
specimens along with sound buttons recorded with the corresponding birds’ songs. The children enjoyed listening
and learning about the songs that different birds sing. Over 600 children and their families attended!

In June, we participated in the eighth-grade field trips to Marys Peak by leading a station on birds, specifically
ravens. The kids enjoyed learning how smart and humanlike ravens are in many ways. MWBA Education has also

been assisting the Willamette Valley Refuge Complex with a few school field trips, which have kept us pretty busy.

If you are interested in helping with any of our outreach, please contact us at educationteam@mwbirdalliance.org.
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MERGANSERS AT DAWN
ESSAY BY SEPALA WELIWITIGODA

Pine silhouettes gathered the first light along their edges, and the morning
seemed suspended between night and day. The surface lay still, holding its
breath. | arrived at dawn, before the park’s quiet would yield to footsteps and
voices, hoping to encounter the birds in the brief hour when the lake still
belonged to them. The wind was mild, the lake placid. | let the kayak glide into
the water and moved slowly toward the open stretch where the heron
sometimes stands, poised and intent at the marsh’s edge.

Ahead, another kayaker drifted motionless and lifted his hand toward the distant
water. There, a pair of mergansers glided across the open lake. They rode low
and alert, their bodies aligned with the water’s quiet demeanor. The male’s
iridescent, disheveled head caught the rising light; the female followed close
behind, composed and dignified. Even at a distance, their presence felt
deliberate—another wondrous creation shaped by depth and motion. Without
hesitation, they dove with swift precision, vanishing beneath the surface and
rising again yards away, moving between air and water as if the boundary
between worlds did not exist.

Diving birds have long stirred human imagination. In some Indigenous traditions,
water birds who plunged to the depths were said to bring up earth itself, shaping
land from water. Whether myth or metaphor, the image endures: life sustained
through descent, through movement between elements. Mergansers, nesting in
tree cavities yet hunting in deep water, embody that threshold—creatures at
home in air, wood, and depth. It is not surprising that some cultures regarded
such birds as figures of transformation, mediators between realms.

Yet perception has never been singular. In certain fishing communities,
mergansers were seen not as symbols but as competitors—consumers of trout
and salmon, targets of eradication in the name of protecting stocks. The same
bird could inspire reverence in one tradition and resentment in another. Such
tension reflects the broader human struggle to balance livelihood with
coexistence.

In modern ecology, mergansers carry another meaning. Feeding heavily on fish
and standing near the top of the aquatic food chain, they are especially
vulnerable to pollutants—mercury, pesticides, unseen toxins that accumulate
quietly. Their presence suggests clarity and abundance; their absence can signal
imbalance long before the eye detects it. At dawn, they seemed less like ordinary
waterfowl and more like quiet sentinels—creatures fluent in air and depth,
reminding us that the health of water, and perhaps our own survival, depends on
what flows unseen beneath the surface.
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COMMON MERGANSER
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For a few minutes, the lake belonged entirely to them—no voices, no clamor, only water, light, and the quiet
discipline of survival. Then, as the sun climbed and distant sounds began to stir along the shore, they lifted from the
surface and flew low across the water, wings beating cleanly against the morning air. | remained still, aware that
what | had witnessed required little more than patience—and a willingness to arrive before the day claimed the lake
for itself.

About the Author: Sepala Weliwitigoda is a published author, poet, and essayist whose writing on birds and wildlife
has appeared in Audubon chapter newsletters and conservation publications, including Resilience. Through field
observation, his work explores ecological interconnectedness and the idea of informed reverence for nature—the
belief that careful attention to living systems deepens understanding of interdependence and encourages long-term
stewardship. His books include Listen to the Songbirds: Meditations on Beauty and Survival and Cat the Sovereign:
Poems on Nature, Memory, and Vanishing Worlds.

REQUEST FROM A LONGTIME MEMBER

MARY EICHLER

| have a farm and a large bird and wildlife population in northeast Corvallis. | have gotten older and can’t climb
ladders, and could use help with building and putting up more wildlife houses. When Ace Hardware in North Albany
closed, | managed to buy a bunch of good wood for houses. What | am looking for is volunteer help to build more
houses. If a person is interested, | could also use volunteer help checking on the houses | already have up. | have a
large parking area on the farm, and bird-watchers are always welcome to take a bird walk any time. The bird count
here now stands at 103 different species.

UPCOMING EVENTS

« July 26: Wild Summer Days, Chintimini Wildlife Ctr.

« Aug. 13-16: Steens Mtn field trip

« Sept. 9-11: South Coast field trip

+ Sep 17: Monthly meeting and speaker. C3 Chandler
Ballroom on NW Tyler Ave. in Corvallis, 7:00 p.m.

SECOND SATURDAY FIELD TRIP

There are no trips scheduled for July and August. PHOTO BY DANTE SATTIC
Trips will resume on Sept. 19, 2026.
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COMMUNITY NOTES

SUZANNE ORTIZ

Benton County Historical Museum, Corvallis

* Thursday, Aug. 20, from 4-7 p.m. “Tarweed Awakening Corvallis Native Arts Marketplace.” Kickoff celebration for the multiday Tarweed
Awakening Event. Free, open to the public. BCHS Museum, 411 SW Second St., Corvallis.

« Saturday, Aug. 23, from 1-3 p.m. “Tarweed Awakening Corvallis! The Plant, the Person, the Place.” There will be events at the following
locations:

o Shawala Point: Tours of Shawala Point will take place from 1-3 p.m. (faculty and students from the OSU Indigenous Studies Program). To
reach Shawala Point, walk from Wild Yeast Bakery — go south across B Avenue into Shawala Point.

o Tarweed Folk School at Wade Hardware: Chris Rempel, cultural resources specialist for the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, will
present a program that focuses on Indigenous practices related to tarweed. Wade Hardware, 400 SW Second St., Corvallis.

o BCHS Museum: From 1-3 p.m., OSU Indigenous Studies students and BCHS museum staff will conduct an interactive program. BCHS
Museum, 411 SW Second St., Corvallis.

o Wild Yeast Bakery: The Awakening will close at 3 p.m. with three short (10-minute each) presentations by Molly Carney, OSU assistant
professor of anthropology with an emphasis on ethnobotany; David Harrelson, cultural resources manager for the Confederated Tribes
of Grand Ronde; and Luhui Whitebear, OSU assistant professor and manager of the OSU Indigenous Studies Project. Wild Yeast Bakery,
648 SW Second Street and B Avenue, Corvallis.

Benton County Soil and Water Conservation District

* Thursday, July 9, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Twilight Tour No. 2: Pollinator Research at Lewis Brown Farm. Join Andony Melathopoulas, associate
professor at OSU's Pollinator Health Extension. The field tour will explore several plots testing out different types of flowers within
turfgrass. Meet at the OSU Turf Diagnostic Lab, 33329 Peoria Road, Corvallis. Click here to register and for more
info:https://www.bentonswcd.org/2026-07-09-twilight-tour-pollinator-research-at-lewis-brown-farm

« Wednesday, Aug. 12. Twilight Tour No. 3. Info will be posted at a later date. Click here for more information and to register:
https://www.bentonswcd.org/2026-08-12-twilight-tour-3

Corvallis-Benton County Public Library

« Wednesday, July 29, from 6-7 p.m. “Paradise of Samoa Dancers.” A narrated tour of the Pacific Islands with dances, music and drumming
from Hawaii, Samoa, Tahiti, Tonga, Fiji and New Zealand. Starker Arts Park, 4485 SW Country Club Drive, Corvallis.

* Saturday, Aug. 8, from 2-3 p.m. “An Exotic Extravaganza with The Oregon Bird Man.” An educational exotic animal show with Karl Anderson,
zoologist, featuring exotic birds, reptiles and mammals. Free. For children and tweens. Main Meeting Room, Corvallis-Benton County Public
Library, 645 NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis. Click here for more information about the presenter.

Corvallis Community Center

e Friday, July 17, from 6-8 p.m. 2026 Summer Concerts at Chintimini Park featuring Flat Stanley Incident, who will play acoustic country folk.
Free. Sponsored by the Friends of Corvallis Parks & Recreation. Corvallis Community Center (C3) and Chintimini Park, 2601 NW Tyler Ave.,
Corvallis.

* Friday, Aug. 21, from 6-8 p.m. 2026 Summer Concerts at Chintimini Park featuring The Nettles (electric Celtic music). Free. Sponsored by the
Friends of Corvallis Parks & Recreation. Corvallis Community Center (C3) and Chintimini Park, 2601 NW Tyler Ave., Corvallis.

Corvallis Environmental Center

e Thursday, July 23, from 6-8:30 p.m. SAGE Concert Series. Citizens of the Universe and Stone Ape.

e Thursday, Aug. 6, from 6-8:30 p.m. SAGE Concert Series. Big Fir and Inner Limits.

« Thursday, Aug. 20, from 6-8:30 p.m. SAGE Concert Series. Palante and PDX. Tickets $10-$20. Starker Arts Park, 4485 SW Country Club Drive,
Corvallis.

Corvallis Sustainability Coalition

e Thursday, July 30, from 12:30-2 p.m. Sustainability Coalition Quarterly Gathering. Presentations by coalition partners and action teams,

refreshments. Corvallis-Benton County Public Library, 645 NW Monroe Ave., Corvallis.
Neighborhood Naturalist

* Saturday, July 18, at 9:30 a.m. Exploring Nature with iNaturalist. Learn how to explore, identify and share local plants and wildlife using the

iNaturalist app. Bruce Starker Arts Park, 4485 SW Country Club Drive, Corvallis. Registration required. Click here to register.
Oregon State University Extension Service

* Monday, July 20, from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Oak Creek Center Summer Open House. Free. Sponsored by the OSU Department of Horticulture and
OSU Extension Service. Oak Creek Center for Urban Horticulture, 843 SW 35th St., Corvallis.

* Wednesday, Aug. 26, from 5-7 p.m. 2026 Dry Farming Field Day. Speakers include Matt Davis, Lucas Nebert and Jim Meyers. Free. Presented
by the OSU Center for Resilient Agriculture & Food Systems. Click here for more info and to register.

Oregon State University, PRAX, Spring Creek Project

» Tuesday, July 14, at 6 p.m. Author event with Jason Dove Mark, in conversation with Charles Goodrich. “The Earth Said Remember Me: How
to Revive Our Memories and Restore the Planet.” JD Mark is the longtime editor-in-chief of Sierra magazine. Free. Sponsored by Grass Roots
Books and the Spring Creek Project. 251 SW Madison Ave., Corvallis.

Seven Capes Bird Alliance

* Saturday, July 11, from 9-11 a.m. Lincoln City Osprey Days. Bird walk at Yaquina Head led by Kai Frueh. Meet at the Visitors Center, Yaquina
Head.

« Saturday, July 11, from 1-4 p.m. Osprey Day events throughout the afternoon at the Lincoln City Community Center, 2150 NE Oar Place,
Lincoln City. Click here for more information.
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BOARD MEETING SUMMARY

MAY 14, 2026

President
« Program meeting to remember those who came before in
the organization.
o "Birthday party" for Hesthavn.

o Tell the history of MWBA (formerly Corvallis Audubon).

+ Vote on beneficiary document. Motion passes
unanimously.
Program committee
+ C3 reservation for next year completed.
« Have not started scheduling speakers yet. Feel free to give
Mai suggestions.
Treasurer
« Working on securing more funding from private donors,
legacy donors and endowments.
« Pearcy property will be giving us 8% of the proceeds.
Education

« May 21: Adams fourth-grade field trip at Ehler's Tree Farm.

« May 30: Get Outdoors Day, Peavy Arboretum.
« June 3 and 4: Middle school field trip to Marys Peak. We
run a bird station on ravens.
« June 20: Pollinator Festival at Dancing Oaks Nursery
Conservation
« In a holding pattern, but we are intervenors in landfill
issue.
Hesthavn
« Motion approved to do work around the property last
board meeting.
« Found a company from Sweet Home to fill the tank, all
filled up with 2,500 gallons.
« Serviced the three fire extinguishers.
Field trips
« All organized.
Sustainability Coalition
« Aging Reimagined group all really enjoyed their time.
Membership
« Dropped about 27 people who hadn't paid their dues over
a three-month period.
« Membership is steady regardless.
New business
« Date for summer board meeting: Thursday, July 23.

Ly

BELTED KINGFISHER
PHOTO BY HARRY COLLINS

GREAT EGRET
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MWBA LEADERSHIP
OFFICERS

Co-President: Dave Mellinger
Co-President: Karan Fairchild
Secretary: Annie Lamas
Treasurer: Carolyn Peterson

BOARD MEMBERS

Phyllis Bailey
Mark Baldwin
Bev Clark
Suzanne Ortiz
Marge Popp
Dodie Wilson

CHAIRPERSONS

Bluebird Trail: Matt Lee

Chat Editor: Jada Krening

Christmas Bird Count: Bev Clark, Matt Lee
Conservation: Jayshaun Talbert

Corvallis Sustainability Coalition: Suzanne Ortiz
Education Team: Meika Vingelen, Dodie Wilson
Field Trip - Local: Duncan Evered, Caryn Stoess
Field Trip - Regional: TBD

Hesthavn: Ray Drapek

Membership: Bill Gellatly

Website: Sue Powell

Facebook: Dodie Wilson

Instagram: Spencer Mair

Refreshments: Becky Garrett

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING?

Let us know! Contact us at volunteerasc@gmail.com.

PHOTO BY IRINA IRISER

Join us in person at the C3 Chandler
Ballroom in Corvallis: social at 6:30
p.m., meeting at 7 p.m., slide show at
7:20 p.m. Or join via Zoom at 7:15 p.m.

MWABA Board of Director meetings are
open to all members. Our monthly
Board Meeting is on Thursday, one
week before the General Meeting.
Visit the MWBA website for more info.

The Chat welcomes articles from all
members of the MWBA. Please
submit text and photos to
chateditors@gmail.com.

Website: mwbirdalliance.org
Facebook: Corvallis Audubon
Instagram: @midwillamettebirdalliance
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